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QUATE Accreditation of Training Centres
Introduction
In order to ensure a reliable and efficient standard of screening, all personnel involved in cervical screening have to be trained to a high standard. Facilities must be available for training of medical and paramedical personnel in smear taking, and the analysis of cervical smears. Clinical staff must be trained in the administration of the screening programm. 
In 1990, the European Commission and the Europe against Cancer programme commissioned a working party to formulate basic training programmes for medical and paramedical personnel participating in cervical screening in EC countries. A working party was formed which has now drafted a set of proposals for training and proficiency testing for cytotechnologists and anatomopathologists undertaking cervical screening. 
It has been proposed that certificates for certain groups of personnel should be issued by central authorities 
Training Centres for Cytotechnologists 
Centres for the training of cytotechnologists in cervical cancer screening should meet the following standards. 
The training centre should have a permanent staff including a nominated anatomopathologist specialised in cytopathology and a nominated cytotechnologist, both of whom should have a minimum of five years experience in cervical cancer screening. The centre must be able to offer a wide range of teaching material and in order to obtain this the centre should have a minimum work load of 15000 cervical cases per year. The training centre may draw on workloads of smaller affiliated laboratories to meet this requirement. The centre should also have a slide bank of selected cases available for trainees. 

In order to ensure that the students' training is of high quality the centre should have separate lecture accommodation and screening laboratory, a library of books and journals, good quality binocular microscopes, discussion microscopes and projection facilities. 
The trainee should have attained a high school education or university degree dependant on the requirement of the individual member state. In order to gain the skill levels described above the cytotechnologists should attend a training centre that meets the QUATE requirements. 
The training should be given within a framework of general medical laboratory technology and non gynaecological cytology or supplement an existing programme of training. The trainee should receive a minimum of eighty hours formal theoretical instruction including lectures, seminars and tutorials. 
In addition to the theoretical instruction the trainee should receive six months supervised practical microscopy instruction and during this period should screen a minimum of 2000 smears. The training should cover the syllabus agreed in the EFCS QUATE recommendations for training (SYLLABUS OF TRAINING PROGRAMS IN CERVICAL CYTOLOGY) 
It is acknowledged that after this relatively short period of training a cytotechnologist would not gain sufficient experience to screen smears without supervision. 
To achieve the additional experience a total of 7000 slides should be examined under close supervision. 
This extra training may be obtained at the training centre or as in service training. 
The trainee should pass an examination which has been set by a nationally recognised body or when such a certifying body is not present cndidates should be encouraged to sit the EFCS - QUATE Aptitude test before undertaking primary screening. 
Skill levels: Cytotechnologists undertaking the screening of cervical smears should have achieved certain skill levels within the cytology laboratory prior to undertaking unsupervised screening of cervical smears. They should be able to screen and interpret cervical smears, prepare a descriptive report on all smears that are negative for precancerous changes, and identify problem and abnormal smears referring them for higher opinion according to the practice of the laboratory. They should be trained in confidentiality, the reception and recording of patient data, computerised systems, and relevant medical terminology. They should be able to carry out general laboratory procedures such as slide staining, mounting, labelling, filing and retrieving of slides and patient data. They should adhere to health and safety procedures. They should also participate in quality control programmes and continuing education. It is acknowledged that after this relatively short period of training a cytotechnologist would not gain sufficient experience to screen smears without supervision. 
To achieve the additional experience a total of 7000 slides should be examined under close supervision. 
This extra training may be obtained at the training centre or as in service training. 
The trainee should pass an examination which has been set by a nationally recognised body or when such a certifying body is not present candidates should be encouraged to sit the EFCS - QUATE Aptitude test before undertaking primary screening.

The training programme should comply with the EFCS - QUATE recommendations for training and it is recommended that there is continuous assessment of students and an exit examination equivalent to the EFCS - QUATE Aptitude Test. In the absence of an equivalent examination students should be encouraged to take the EFCS - QUATE Test of Aptitude. 

EFCS - QUATE Test of Aptitude in Cervical Cytology for Cytotechnologists. 
In order to set a basic recognised standard of cervical screening throughout the European Community, the EFCS - QUATE Committee recommends that cytotechnologists who undertake cervical screening and who have no access to a national certificate, take the EFCS - QUATE (GYN) Aptitude test or an equivalent examination. 

ANATOMO-PATHOLOGISTS 
Training
The training should be obtained at a training centre which meets the QUATE standards and would normally be a minimum of 6 months duration. During this time, a minimum of 2500 cervical smears should be examined. On completion of training the anatomopathologist should be competent to perform primary screening and give an independent opinion on cervical smears that have been prescreened by a cytotechnologist. 
