[image: image3.jpg]POLSKIE
TOWARZYSTWO

POLISH SOCIETY OF PATHOLOGISTS




     Polish Society of Pathologists
Adress: Departament of Pathomorfology,
Clinical Hospital Ministry of Internal Affairs 

02-507 Warsaw, str. Wołoska 137, Poland,  
Tel/Fax: +4822/508-12-30

e-mail: anna.nasierowska@cskmswia.pl
	
President

Anna Nasierowska-Guttmejer 

Warszawa

anna.nasierowska@cskmswia.pl 

	To 

The Presidents of National Societies of Pathology

Dear Collegues,

I have a great pleasure to inform You that both the Polish Society of Pathology and Norwegian Society of Pathology decided to support the organizing of the international course concerning modern approach to the role of immunohistochemistry  in diagnostic pathology. The course is also supported by European Society of Pathology, which granted stipendiums (at the amount equal to the participation fee of the course) for 10 specialists in pathology with less than 5 yr working experience and senior residents in pathology.

I am aware that immunohistochemistry has become an indispensable method in modern diagnostic pathology and is often of very high value not only for identification and typing of tumors but also of greater importance in the identification of therapeutic targets in malignant neoplasms. The competence of diagnostic pathologists in immunohistochemistry is like competence in other diagnostic fields and needs to be regularly updated to ensure QA. That is why we decided to assist in organizing the course dedicated exclusively for specialists in pathology and pathologists in training.
This course in Diagnostic Immunohistochemistry will be held in Krakow, Poland, 16th – 17th October 2014. It is planned as a series of lectures and presentations of seminar cases based on digital images / virtual microscopy. It is designed to provide a comprehensive update on the most useful immunohistochemical markers in selected important fields of diagnostic pathology (the draft of the program and course information, including the conditions needed for registration fee free participation  enclosed below). 
I personally invite You for  this course. I will be very grateful if you would send this information also to all your colleges, who are members of your Society 
http://nordiqc-academy.patomorfologia-cmuj.pl/
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COURSE INFORMATION AND PROGRAMME
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The course is organized in cooperation between NordiQC Academy of immunohistochemistry and Jagiellonian University and Oncology Centre in Krakow with support of Polish Society of Pathology and Norwegian Society of Pathology.                                                                                                                                                                                              Goal: To provide updated diagnostically relevant information on immunohistochemical markers, useful antibodies, optimal clones and antibody panels applicable in diagnostic pathology as well as highlight the possible laboratory and diagnostic pitfalls. The lectures will focus on broad fields in diagnostic pathology and selected relevant topics.  The course will consist of series of lectures and case demonstrations based on virtual slides over two consecutive days. Recommendations will be based on the results of the relevant epitope assessments conducted in NordiQC (www.nordiqc.org) as well as other EQA challenges and literature focused on protocol optimization and standardization.                                                                                                                                                                                    Speakers:                                                                                                                                                                                                                prof. Ben Davidson (Norway): Professor, Faculty of Medicine, University of Oslo and Attending Pathologist, Department of Pathology, Norwegian Radium Hospital, Oslo University Hospital, Oslo, Norway. Sub-specialist in Cytopathology and Gynecopathology. His research interests are focused on cancer diagnosis, metastasis, cell survival, and studies of prognosis and chemoresistance, mainly in cancers involving the serosal cavities like ovarian carcinoma, breast carcinoma and malignant mesothelioma. He is an author of 250 peer-reviewed scientific publications and several book chapters, as well as editor of a book on serous effusions.                                                                                                                                                                                              prof. Mogens Vyberg (Denmark): Professor of Clinical Pathology at Aalborg University, Senior Consultant and the Head of the Laboratory of Immunohistochemistry at the Institute of Pathology, Aalborg University Hospital, Denmark. His main research fields and expertise are immunohistochemistry and gastrointestinal, liver and brain pathology. He is author and co-author of more than 75 scientific papers and several book chapters in these fields as well as the text book Compendium of Applied Immunohistochemistry (Danish; English version scheduled for 2015). He is also a co-founder and scheme director of the Nordic Immunohistochemical Quality Control (NordiQC).
prof. Ari Ristimäki (Finland):  Professor of Clinical Surgical Pathology at Haartman Institute, University of Helsinki, Head of Gastrointestinal Pathology and Coordinator of Molecular Pathology at Meilahti Pathology Laboratories, Division of Pathology and Genetics, HUSLAB and Helsinki University Central Hospital as well as Principal Investigator, Genome-Scale Biology, Research Programs Unit, University of Helsinki, Finland. His research concentrates mainly on translational research in inflammation and cancer particularly of gastrointestinal tract. His scientific activities include 124 published original articles, as well as a number of reviews and book chapters. He is a member of the core group and assessor in general module in NordiQC.                                                                                                                                                                     Jan Klos MD (Norway):  Senior Consultant and a Head of the Immunohistochemistry Section in the Department of Pathology, Stavanger University Hospital, Norway.  His professional focus is on diagnostic pathology and particularly hematopathology, pathology of the breast and cytopathology.  He has been actively involved in teaching immunohistochemistry since 2000 as co-organizer of national and international meetings and as invited lecturer. Since 2009 he is a member of the core group and assessor in NordiQC organization. He is a co-author of more than 30 publications in the field of pathology.                                                                                                                    Søren Nielsen HT (Denmark): Senior Histotechnologist and project coordinator at Institute of Pathology, Aalborg Hospital, Denmark. He has been involved within immunohistochemistry for more than 20 years. He is the scheme manager of Nordic immunohistochemical Quality Control (NordiQC) from the beginning of the organization. He is also an assessor and data analyst in the NordiQC general module, breast module and HER-2 ISH module as well as a regular lecturer and organizer of national and international immunohistochemical workshops, particularly in the field of protocol optimization. He has also more than 20 scientific papers based on immunohistochemical studies.                                                                                                                                                              Language: The course language is English.
Homework: A number of virtual H&E stained slides together with a short case history will be available on the internet for review before the seminar.
Participants: The target groups are consultant pathologists and pathologists in training. Maximum number of participants is 100.                                                                                                                                                                                                     Venue: Aula Średnia A, Auditorium Maximum, Jagiellonian University, Str. Krupnicza 33, Krakow, Poland.
Accommodation: Individual booking. Participants will be able to book accommodation at lower rates during their online registration.                                                                                                                                                                                           Travel: The old city of Krakow is a tourist attraction ranked among the top ten most beautiful cities in Europe (www.cntraveler.com/readers-choice-awards/europe/best-cities-europe). There are many direct flights from a number of European destinations. The course venue/city center can be reached from the airport within 20-30` depending on traffic. Travel by car or train may be also an option to consider.                                                                                             Registration: http://nordiqc-academy.patomorfologia-cmuj.pl/    Before 1st of August the full registration fee including all indicated meals and full documentation of the course is 1,250 PLN (approx. 300 Euro). After this date the full registration fee is 1,850 PLN (approx. 450 Euro). Travel and accommodation are not included.                                                                                                                                                                     Cancellation policy: Before 31st of July 2014: Full refund minus 10% deduction for administrative costs. After 31st of July 2014 no refunds will be made, but the place can be transferred to another participant.                                                      Inquiries and course information: cbin@adm.uj.edu.pl
16th October Thursday 10.00 – 18.00                                                   
09.00 – 10.00 Registration and coffee
10.00 – 10.10 Introduction (JK)
10.10 – 11.40 Immunohistochemical principles – review of the technical test approach (SN)
11.40 – 12.00 Coffee break
12.00 – 13.00 Approach to unknown primary tumor (MV)
13.00 – 14.00 Lunch
14.00 – 14.30 Diagnostic pitfalls in immunohistochemistry (JK)
14.30 – 16.00 Immunohistochemistry in Gastrointestinal Pathology (MV)
16.00 – 16.20 Coffee break
16.20 – 17.00 Melanocytic markers (JK)
17.00 – 18.00 Case presentations (4 x 15`) (Faculty)

20.00 – 23.00 Course Dinner 
17th October Friday 09.00 – 17.00
09.00 – 09.45 Cytokeratins in diagnostic pathology (MV)                                                                                                                    09.45 – 10.30 Immunohistochemistry and targeted therapy (AR)
10.30 – 11.00 Immuncytochemistry (BD)
11.00 – 11.20 Coffee break
11.20 – 13.00 Immunohistochemical highlights of lymphomas (JK)
13.00 – 14.00 Lunch
13.00 – 14.00 Immunhistochemistry of Female Genital Tract (BD)
14.00 – 15.00 Germ cell and sex cord- stromal tumors of the ovary and testis (JK)
15.00 – 15.20 Coffee break
15.20 – 15.50 EQA in immunohistochemistry (MV)
15.50 – 16.50 Case presentations (4 x 15`) (Faculty)
16.50 – 17.00 Summary + Evaluation (JK)
Good clones/recommended protocols (1-2 slides!) included in the main lectures. 
Lecture time includes a free option for lecturer for 5 min for questions/discussion.
